
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79'~170

NPDES NO. CA0005002

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR,

UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION
PITTSBURG PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. U. S. Steel corporation, Pittsburg, hereinafter discharger, has
previously been issued permit by this Board under the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) by Order No. 74-191
on December 17, 1974. This Order expires on December 17, 1979.

2. The discharger has submitted an application dated June 13, 1979
for reissuance of its NPDES permit.

3. BPT (Best Practicable Control Technology Currently Available)
effluent guidelLles promulgated by the Environmental Protection
Agency for the Iron and Steel Manufacturing Point Source Category on
March 29, 1976 were remanded by the Court on September 14, 1977.
No effluent guideline applicable to this discharger is currently
in effect.

4. On November 16, 1976, the Board, by Resolution No. 76-16, granted
an exemption to the State Water Resources Control Board's "Water
Quality Control Plan for Control of Temperature in the Coastal and
Interstate Waters and Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California",
also called the "Thermal Plan." That Resolution contains a
provision that a maximum temperature be subsequently added. The
Regional Water Quality Control Board staff recommended to the
State Water Resources Control Board a limitation of 930F as the
maximum temperature. The State Board's action on this exemption
is scheduled for consideration on December 20, 1979.

5. The waste discharge regulated by the reissued NPDES Permit is
essentially unchanged since the Board issued it. It contains
effluent and receiving water limitations and provisions which are
still appropriate, except for temperature limitation as discussed
in Finding 4 above.

6. This project involves the continued operation of a privately-owned
facility with negligible or no expansion of use beyond that
previously existing. Consequently, this project will not have a
significant effect on the environment based upon the exemption
provided in Section 15101, Title 14, California Water Code.
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